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COLONIAL SECRETARIAT.

HONG KONG.
The Chairman, 8th December, 1939.
Cheung Chau Chinese Chamber of Commerce.
Sir,

I have the honour to refer to my recent visit to Cheung Chau as Officer Administer-

ing the Government. I am most grateful for the warmth of your reception and 1 was impressed
by your interest in the problems of the local community and by the many steps which you have
taken to improve the facilities of the Island. '

2. During the sourse of the visit you drew to my attention a number of matters which
require attention. These were education, water supply, electricity supply, ferries, resettlement

and new construction projects.

3. I have pleasure in informing you that the Government will do all it can to assist the
people of Cheung Chau in regard to these matters. On some of the requests you may expect

early results: others involving large scale constructicn works will of course take longer. .

4, As regards secondary education the Director of Education has been asked to ;nake an
annual review of the position regarding the provision of secondary school facilities in Cheung
Chau. You will appreciate that the Island's needs have to be weighed against those of all
other parts of the Colong.

5. The needs of the Island for a better water supply are also well-known and the Water
Authority will give priority, among the many schemes which are under consideration for the
MNew Territories, to the needs of Cheung Chau.

6. As regards electricity and ferries, although both of these services are in the hands of
private companies, Government is always pleased to make representations on your behalf. In
the case of electricity supply a Commission was recently appointed to determine whether further
control of the activities of Electricity Companies is necessary. This Commission has not yet re-
ported to the Governor. In the meantime the China Light & Power Company Ltd. are be-
lieved to be engaged in negotiations with the Cheung Chau Electricity Company, though this
again is a matter between the two companies. The District Commissioner has already taken up
with the Hongkong and Yaumati Ferry Company Limited the charges for travel to and from
Cheung Chau, but the Company have stated that they are unable to contemplate any reduction
of fares at present.

T A survey of squatters on Cheung Chau was completed earlier this year and the report

is now being studied by the District Commissioner. No promise can be made at the moment
that it will be possible to undertake resettlement in Cheung Chau but the needs of the Island
are known and careful consideration will be given to the matter.

ez e
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The Cheung Chay Typhoon Shelier now appears in Category B of the Public Works
Programme; that is to say, staff can be made available for detailed investigations and planning.

I should however add that this work is likely to be very expensive indeed and a final decision

whether or not to proceed with the work will be to some extent dependent on the cost when this

is known.

As regards other new construction projects you may rest assured that the Government

will press on with all possible speed. Further assistance in the construction of paths can be

I should add

in this connection that the contribution made by your Chamber to the Local Public Works

Programme has been considerable and Government is grateful to you for the interest you are

given by the District Commissioner under his Local Public Works Programme.

taking and the public spirit which you have shown,

I am, Sir,

Your chedient servant,

T N

(C. B. Burgess)

Colonial Secretary
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